
 

Date arrived at Sepilok Rehab Centre                         30th November 2010 

Age on arrival                                                            1 month old 

Sex                                                                                     Female 

Weight on arrival                                                         1.75kg                                                                             

Chikita had a very traumatizing start to life, and was orphaned at just one month old, 
which unsurprisingly made her a needy and fearful orangutan. However, she is now 
in her fourth year at Sepilok, and is becoming more independent and happy every 
day. She has put on 1kg in the last six months, taking her weight to a healthy 12.5 
kg.  
 
Having previously struggled with her climbing, Chikita has noticeably improved. She 
used to be easily distracted and would drop to the ground when she got bored or 
wanted attention. However, she is now showing much more promise and developing 
her climbing abilities, yet, it is always on her terms.  
 
Chikita does find it difficult to focus on practising skills, and can be very naughty, 
such as trying to escape from her carers, taking food from other babies, and biting. 
These behaviours, however disruptive, show that Chikita is developing dominance 
over the other young orangutans, and as such a strong character, she may well 
become one of the highly respected females once she is free in the forest reserve. 
 
Her start in life was worse than most orangutans at the centre, as she only had 
approximately one month with her mother before the two were torn apart. Although 
becoming orphaned is the case for most of the orangutans at Sepilok, none of the 
others lost their mother at such a young age, and had at least time to acquire basic 
skills from them. Chikita has had to learn everything from humans, which is 
extremely challenging.   
 
Chikita’s life has turned out very different from what nature intended. Normally, from 
birth to about two years, orangutans are in an infant stage, and are completely 
dependent on their mother, always being carried during travel, dependent on her for 
food, and always sleeping in the same night nest as her. In Chikita’s case, she had to 
rely on human carers. In the wild, between two and five years, the orangutan is in 
the juvenile stage, and climbing and swinging skills are markedly developed but they 
still hold mum’s hand to guide them through the forest canopy. Chikita is coming to 
the end of her juvenile period, and would be starting to take short exploratory trips 
away from her mother, but would always be in visual contact with her. Consequently, 
it is necessary to remember that even though Chikita has been at the centre for a 
long time, she missed out on vital experiences and natural development from her 
mother, and so she must be given time to understand on her own and cannot be 
rushed.  
 
Chikita loves food, and more importantly, playing with food! Her latest invention is a 
banana skin cocktail where she will swirl her banana skin in her drink before she 
drinks it. She is very creative and funny to watch, and despite mischievous 
behaviour, can be very endearing and engaging. 
 
This young orangutan has a long way to go before she can be released back into the 
wild, but she is learning fast and is moving in the right direction. We look forward to 
updating you in six months with her latest progress.  
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